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gather round his door; and if he did not listen to their
they would go to the Prime Minister, or the Deputy Prim
Minister, or some other Minister. His voice had a distinc
edge to it when he added that the citizens had to be traine
in their responsibilities.
In many ways the day's proceedings were admirabl
representative, not least in the frequency with whic
speakers referred to the aim of the new India to build u
a secular state. It was a subject dear to the heart of Gre
Suit, as well. His handsome head wagged endorsemer
every time it was mentioned. c< We're all Indians now,
he confided to me in a burst of enthusiasm after one referenc
to the matter by a Parliament Member. " We are Indians
just as you are Americans. You don't describe yourselve
as Catholics, or Presbyterians, or Baptists. Why should \v
Indians be different ? All men worship a Supreme Beinj
In India, He has more forms than in your country, but th
principle is the same. An Indian is an Indian. If h
happens to be a Hindu as well, the Supreme Being will fc
him have many manifestations. If he is a Muslim as we
as an Indian, he will call the Supreme Being ' Allah.' ]
he is a Parsee, he will worship the ancient teachings c
Zoroaster and will revere the Sun as the visible symbol c
a Superhuman Agency."
The Assembly as it is to-day affords a fair degree c
evidence in support of that thesis ; and the Congress Part
has throughout its history insisted that it represents a
sections of the community and not merely the Hindus
though they inevitably predominate in its ranks for th
simple reason that they form the overwhelming majorit
of the population of the entire sub-continent. It will fa
easier to estimate the chances of the objective being attaine
after the first general elections have been held.
At the moment the Indian Government has Ministei
drawn from the Muslim, Christian and Sikh communitie
as well as from the Hindus ; and there are members c